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Historically, properties in this market sell at a -15.5% discount. Today’s 
premium is 21.5%. This market is 37.0% overvalued. 



& ASSOCIATES

WE’RE HIRING
A family company since 1964.

What Makes Us Different

We are an ethical, kind, 
family-company with a 
“family-first” mentality

We take pride in our 
projects, and their impact 

on communities

We thrive in a collaborative 
and entrepreneurial 

environment that challenges 
the status-quo

We believe that continued 
learning is essential to 

personal growth, and offer 
regular educational 

opportunities

To find out more, visit us at 
WWW.TAIT.COM/CAREERS-AT-TAIT/

We value life balance, and 
offer flexible alternative 

work schedules to all 
associates
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TAIT Housing Report

TAIT housing report and newsletter provides a clear picture of the health of the housing market. Readers find the
information on location, valuation, and price trends, timely and relevant to their decision to buy or sell real estate.
The TAIT report answers the most important questions:

(1) Where should I look for bargains?

(2) Are current prices over or under valued?

(3) What direction are prices headed, up or down?

The TAIT monthly market report has distilled the market down to three key pieces of information:

(1) Resale value relative to rent,

(2) Yearly change in resale prices, and

(3) Yearly changes in rents.

The resale value relative to rent, or Rental Parity, is calculated by taking the median rent reported by Zillow and
utilizing that value as a payment to calculate the size of the loan that payment would support. The result is the price
someone could pay and their resulting cost of ownership (payment mostly) would equal the cost of renting; thus
the name Rental Parity. The median is the raw median number provided by Zillow. The historic value is what the
median "should" be based on the historic relationship between rental parity and the median during periods of market
stability (1992 1998 and 2014 2017). This historic value is important because some areas trade below rental parity
and some trade above based on how desirable the area is. Whenever the median is above the historic value, the
market is overvalued, and whenever the median is below the historic value, it is undervalued.Without this
benchmark, there is no way to determine if the current median is overvalued or undervalued. The addition of this
benchmark is the key innovation of the TAIT Housing Report.

Using and Interpreting the TAIT Monthly Report

The table of contents on the front page of the TAIT monthly report organizes the reports by area. The typical
page of an area report breaks down into four parts:

(1) The news overview,

(2) Median Home Price and Rental Parity trailing twelve months,

(3) Resale $/SF and year over year percentage change trailing twelve months,

(4) Rental rate and year over year percentage change trailing twelve months.

NEWS OVERVIEW

The news overview provides concise descriptions of the facts and conditions in the market. The news overview
measures the current premium or discount, compares it to the historic premium or discount, and states
whether the market is currently overvalued or undervalued. This is an important measure of future financial
performance.
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MEDIAN HOME PRICE AND RENTAL PARITY TRAILING TWELVE MONTHS

For those who want the bottom line without all the analysis and detail, the market rating is the first row of the
first section of data. The rating encapsulates all the conditions of the market into one figure. A rating of 10 is
good and a rating of 1 is bad. A highly rated property or market is a good financial buy.

The chart displays three lines that reveal much about the market. The first two lines to note are the parallel
green and orange lines, rental parity (green) and historic value (orange). As mentioned previously, some
markets trade at a discount and some at a premium to rental parity. If the orange line (historic value) is above
the green line (rental parity), the market is a premium market. If the orange line (historic value) is below the
green line (rental parity), the market is a discount market. The larger the gap, the greater the premium or
discount is.

The third line plotted against these two parallel lines is the median resale price for the area. This line reveals whether
the market is currently trading at a premium or discount to rental parity and historic value. The more important of
these relationships is between median resale price and historic value. Over time, the market has shown a tendency
toward trading at historic value. If it trades above for a while, over time it will revert back to this value. That may
happen either by an extended period of little or no appreciation or an outright decline in prices. If the market trades
below its historic value, it’s likely to see a rebound back to this value in the future.

Valuation is more important that price movement. The best markets trade at a discount to historic value.

RESALE $/SF AND YEAROVERYEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE TRAILING TWELVE MONTHS

Since the historic value is so important, the first column in next section displays the premium or discount from
historic value over the last year. The second column and the chart shows the dollarspersquarefoot resale price in
the market. The line on the chart visually shows the general direction of prices, and the third column shows the
actual percentage change.
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RENTAL RATE AND YEAROVERYEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE TRAILING TWELVE MONTHS

The final table and chart on the page is similar to the first grouping; it displays three lines, two of which are
parallel and show current rent and the historic cost of ownership relative to rent, and the third line is the
current cost of ownership. The relationships are similar, the charts will look similar, and the interpretations are
the same.

This method of looking at the data is more revealing to those who like to focus on monthly costs rather than
purchase price. It reveals how affordable properties are relative to monthly rent, which is what rental parity
analysis is all about. The first column of data shows the rate of rent growth over the last year, and the next two
columns show the cost of renting and the cost of owning during the same period.

HISTORIC MARKET DATA CHARTS

The next page of the report shows two charts: County median home price since January 1988, and County
median rent and monthly cost of ownership since January 1988. These charts are designed to put current
circumstances in historic context. They answer questions like, “How volatile are prices?” and “How does today’s
pricing compare to the fluctuations of the past?” and “How much danger is there in buying today?”
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With the green line for rental parity and the orange line for historic value, it’s easy to tell when the market is
fairly valued, overvalued, or undervalued.

The chart above shows rent and monthly cost of ownership. It looks similar to the rental parity and resale home
price chart, as it merely converts that information to a monthly format. For those who have difficulty relating to
the large numbers of purchase price, viewing the data in terms of monthly expenses is easier to put into
context.

HISTORIC
VALUATION

The next page in
the report shows
two charts: Historic
Median Home Price
Relative to Rental
Parity: County since
January 1988, and
TAIT Market Timing
System Rating:
Orange County
since January 1988.

The chart above
shows, at a glance,
how close the
market trades to its
historic norm. The benchmark period is shown in green, and the degree of market volatility can be inferred from the
scale to the left. For example, Orange County traded for as much as 25% below rental parity and 100% above it
during the 31year period shown.
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TAIT RATING SYSTEM CHART

The market
timing rating
system
mechanically
identifies
both good
and buy
dimes to buy
based on
valuation,
resale price
change, and
rental rate
change.

The importance of rental parity

Rental parity is important because it represents the threshold of affordability. When prices are above rental
parity, it costs more to own than to rent, so owning is often not a wise financial decision. Owning may still be
right for people, and many are willing to pay the premium to own to obtain the emotional benefits of
ownership; however, on a purely financial basis, paying more than rental parity is generally not wise because
prices will inevitably return to this price level in time.

When prices are below rental parity, it costs less to own than to rent, so owning under these circumstances is
generally a wise choice. Since a buyer who pays less than rental parity for a house is saving money, there is a
clear financial benefit obtained irrespective of fluctuations in resale price.

When the cost of ownership is less than rental parity, an owner is far less likely to be forced to sell at a loss. The
property can always be rented to cover costs rather than sell for a loss. Further, this ability to rent and at least
break even provides the owner with flexibility to move if necessary. Mobility to take a new job or buy a
different house is denied to those who overpaid and who are stuck paying more in the cost of ownership than
they can obtain in rent.

With these advantages, buying at a price below rental parity using fixed rate financing is critical. Every buyer should
consider rental parity in their buying decision.

RENTAL PARITY AS BASIS OF VALUE

Valuation is the least understood, yet most important, aspect of a housing market. Economists look at various ratios
including price to income, price to rent, and other aggregate measures to attempt to establish valuation metrics.
Each of these has strengths and weaknesses, but each of them fails because they don’t directly connect the actions of
an individual buyer to the activity in the broader market. For this reason, I strongly favor rental parity as the best
measure of valuation. Rental parity ties together income, rent, interest rates, and financing terms in a way that
matches the activities of individual buyers to the overall price activity in the market.


